8         BRITAIN,    THE    WORLD,    THE    WAR    GOD

The 'woufF is the 'woufF of -Germany, the ring of the
rifle butt on the ground is the answer of France. There are
many of the wiser heads in the world who say ' Thank
God for France! for unsentimental hit-the-nail-on-the-head
France.' That we will also look into anon.

Now for a moment, before we think of the good modern
Germany that would not hurt a fly till Hitler came along,
let us look at the Germany of 1914, before she ran her
head into that brick wall that her statesmen had failed
to see.

These verses from The Times1- of 1916 show pretty clearly
what the British thought, who unexpectedly had to leave
their country houses, their golf links and their gardens.
Just such young men with a trifle more guts, than the
vacuous, young pacifists of Oxford.

EXPECTATION

Let me live on I I only ask to live

Until the War be ended, and I see
What is the verdict that the Heavens give

To Wrong and Fraud, and Force and Treachery.

I would outlast this strife, 'twere but an hour,
I would see Belgium righted and repaid,

I would see gallant France in queenly power,
And little Servia free and unafraid.

And storied Italy regain her coasts,
And mighty Russia seated on the Sea,

And martyred Montenegro's murdered hosts
Give back their sons a larger liberty.

And I would know that Poland breathed anew,

Her ancient glory granted her again,
And my dear England greater than she knew,
And my dead son, one hero of the slain.

H.B.
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